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different Acts are to be carried out; the omissions from all
of important provisions, by which they are deprived of force;
and, finally, that culmination of legislative wisdom, " The
Towns Drainage and Sewage Utilisation Act," by which
certain local authorities are authorised, if they think fit, to
transfer the powers entrusted to them as public officers,
and for the proper exercise of which they are responsible to
the State, to a private company which has no responsibility
to the State, may be properly appreciated by a study of
what Mr. Hutchins has written on the subject. We com-
mend his pamphlet to our readers, as being most profitable,
instructive, and suggestive at the present time.
The Monthly Microscopic Joura2cct Transactions of the Royal
Microscopical Society, &c. Edited by HENRY LAWSON,
M.D. Part II. London: Hardwicke.
THE present part contains an interesting essay on the
Classification and Arrangement of Microscopic Objects, by
Dr. Murie, whose large experience in the arrangement of
the microscopic objects possessed by the College of Surgeons
well fits him for the task; an Account of Immersion Ob-
jectives and Test Objects, by Mr. Mayall; some Notes on
the Mounting and Tinting of Sections of Animal Tissues
for Microscopical Examination, by Dr. Bastian, which will
be very useful to some of our readers; a Description of
some Atlantic Rhizopods, by Dr. Wallich; a short paper on
the Organs of Hearing in Mollusks, by M. Lacaze-Duthiers ;
and, besides some minor papers, a record of the Progress of
Microscopical Science. The work is well worthy of support,
and reflects great credit on its editor.
New Inventions
IN AID OF THE
PRACTICE OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY.
NEW VAPORISER FOR CARBOLIC ACID.
MESSRS. SALT, of Birmingham, have constructed a very
ingenious and well-designed apparatus for the vaporisation
of carbolic acid, an engraving of which is annexed. It
consists of a receptacle for the acid, covered by a finely-
perforated lid. Beneath the receptacle is an air chamber,
and beneath this chamber is a recess for a spirit-lamp.
Two or three tablespoonfuls or more of carbolic acid (if in
the liquid form), or a portion of the crystals, having been
placed in the proper receptacle, the lamp is lighted, and in
a few moments the acid begins to evaporate, and the vapour
is diffused into the atmosphere of the apartment through
the perforated plate. The apparatus (as we have tested) is
an excellent addition to the sick room when it is found de-
sirable to use carbolic acid as a disinfecting agent. It can
be manipulated so as to keep the atmosphere charged with
a distinct and not unpleasant odour of the acid, and will befound particularly handy and useful in private houses.
MEDICAL CHARITY.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
Sir,&mdash;The valuable article in The Tinzes on London Hos-
pitals and Dispensaries, and your own excellent comments
thereon, have opened up a question which is of vital im-
portance to the profession.
The wasteful superabundance of gratuitous medical as-
sistance is nothing more than a grievous wrong on the
general body of practitioners, and I fear the figures given
in The Times do not represent the whole amount of medical
alms. There is a. number of surgeons and physicians-
many of them men who are, or who aspire to be, consulting
men-who see patients at their own houses gratuitously.
These patients are, for the most part, able to pay something
for the relief or cure of their ailments; but the temptation
of getting a "physician’s" opinion and prescription for
nothing is too great to resist. There is only one condition
to the acceptance of this alms-the tacit understanding
that they shall glorify the giver. And of course they do
glorify him, while he secures the notoriety, which has a far
greater lucrative value than scientific attainments. I do
not know that at the present time any members of the staffs
of our great hospitals do this, and I only remember one
such man who used to ; and he, when remonstrated with
for continuing the practice late in life, replied that he had
been so long accustomed to see a great number of people in
this way that he should miss the exercise were he to give it
up. It is almost needless to point out the great extent to
which he was, by this kind of selfishness, injuring his
brother practitioners, to whom the possible half-crowns
thus rendered latent would have been welcome.
The extent to which this practice is carried on may be
gathered from this fact, communicated to me by a patient.
He used to go to a certain surgeon who saw patients gra-
tuitously on a Sunday morning. Every time he left he was
expected to put a penny in the box in the hall. " What if
you don’t ?" I asked. "Why, you get a hint next time from
the porter that the doctor can’t see you." " Well, what be-
come of the pennies ?" "When a good round sum is col-
lected, the doctor is presented with a testimonial from his
grateful patients." 11 What do you call a good round
sum ?" " &pound; 800.’’ The sum is appalling.
But whether the incentive is pennies or fame, the dodge
cannot be justified from a charitable point of view. There
is no need for us to supplement the work of hospitals at our
own houses. The education and ability of the general
practitioner of the day are a complete answer to any claim
of superior skill which these gentlemen might set up. If
they have superior skill it will be sure not 11 to waste its
sweetness on the desert air." If they have not, the
greater the pretence. Or if, again, the practitioner need
some second or wiser head, he is sure to obtain it-for
his poor patients, by sending them to his hospital; for his
other patients, by calling to his assistance those who have
shown, by their labours in the field of science, their ability
to aid him.
This wholesale system of gratuitous advice engenders an
unnecessary spirit of antagonism within our ranks-an an-
tagonism which is reflected through every shade of practice,
and begets a system of reprisals which must inevitably lead
to the degradation of our order. It is difficult to say why
we cannot be content to be estimated by the" gifts differ-
ing according to the grace which is given us." It is still
more difficult to say, with reference to medical charity
generally, how we can have gone on competing for public
confidence in this suicidal manner, until there has risen up
in our midst an abuse of the exercise of our calling which
is as huge as it is discreditable.
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
EUGENE GODDARD.
Pentonville-road, N., Feb. 8th, 1869.
THE working men of Birmingham have opened a
subscription list in aid of the extension of the Queen’s Hos-
pital. The sum of .867 9s. 6d. has been received already.
